What is Master Athletics?

Within Ireland the Athletics Assoc Ireland (AAI) organise all the master (or veteran) athletic championships. In order to compete in these events, you must be a registered member of an athletic club affiliated to the AAI. 

The main master's events are the national track and field (T&F), indoors and outdoors, the national cross country (CC), plus various road champs. In addition there are county and regional championships.

On the International front you are equally well catered for. Why not build a family holiday around a major championship event around the World with two or three events annually?

International Competition

Every year there is either a European or a World Championship, with the indoors and outdoors rotating bi-annually.

Also every two years a European road championships are held, with a 10km and half marathon plus race walking champs. over 10/ 20/ 30km You will see this event promoted as a non-stadia championship. Entry is open to all registered members of the IMAA, i.e., no entry qualifications. 

Finally, we also have the 5 Nation cross country championships, rotating between the Home Countries. There is a selection process to get onto the various teams with age groups catered from 35 years upwards in 5 year groupings.

Entry Procedures 

 Please check our Web site on www.imaa.ie and see this newsletter for events. Apart from the 5 Nations CC, entry booklets will be issued to interested athlete’s by the International Sec, (currently Mick Fennell).  Entries for these events must be approved and stamped by the IMAA prior to submitting to either the European or World Master’s organizing body. All entries must also be accompanied by the relevant entry fee plus either a copy of your birth cert, passport or drivers licence.

Travel and Accommodation:

The IMAA does not involve itself directly in arranging travel or accommodation. We can offer advice (and information will be also given in the entry booklet relating to a particular Championship offering suggestions re travel and accommodation.).

For the 5 Nations we usually select the hotel for the Irish teams.

Team Manager’s and Captains will also be selected by the IMAA for International trips and they will be available to those traveling to impart any relevant information on site.

Drugs

Finally, I would like to draw members attention to the thorny issue of drug testing.  The onus is on the athlete to fully acquaint themselves with current procedures, in particular to any prescribed medication. To this end, the European Veterans Assoc. recently provided a link within their website, www.evaa.nu. Click on the Findex link, which will provide information fairly promptly on request. 

Additional information may also be obtained through  the following websites;

www.iaaf.com, www.irishsportscouncil.ie. Drug information database, www.eirpham.com & World Anti Doping, www.wada-.ama.org.

Membership Form

If you are competing internationally with the Irish Masters Athletic Association, you must become a member by completing this form and forwarding it to the Treasurer along with your payment.

Treasurer: Bernie White, 16 Seskin View Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24. Contact No. 087 9913466 

Membership fee is  €15 per athlete, or €20 for a couple at same address.

Should you wish to pay by standing order, send first part of this form to IMAA and the standing order form directly to your Bank.

Irish Masters Athletes Association

Name: _____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

                ___________________________________________

Contact no: _________________________________________

E-mail address: ______________________________________

Date of Birth:   _______________________________________

Please tick appropriate item:-

Member paying by cheque or cash __    Member paying via standing order __

Signature:  _________________________

Standing order   to be sent to your bank)

Name: ___________________________________

Address: ________________________________

              __________________________________

My account number: ____________________________

Please set up the following standing order from the above account which is to be paid annually each year until further notice as follows:-

Bank


: Bank of Ireland, Swords, Co. Dublin.     Sort code;
 90-07-03

Account name

: Irish Masters Athletes Association          Account no;
57281763

Reference

: Name and Address as above

Commencement date
:  ____________________

Amount to be debited
: €___________

Signature

:  ____________________________________

