AIDS PARNERSHIP WITH AFRICA PROFILE
Mother Teresa once said the greatest disease of our time is "The feeling of being unwanted, uncared for and deserted by everyone. The greatest evil is the lack of love and charity; the terrible indifference towards one's neighbour who is assaulted by exploitation, corruption, poverty and AIDS. "These words are an inspiration to all involved with Apa[in the ethos of one of Ireland's lessser-known charities, the AIDS Partnership with Africa [APA]. [image: image1.jpg]


Few of us in the developed world are truly cognisant of the extent to which AIDS has ravaged many nations throughout Africa. For many of us, AIDSs is a problem that has been overcome in part; the scares of the 1980's are no longer as prevalent or as threatening thanks to increased awareness and education, and major medical advances means that a HIV positive status is no longer the death sentance it once was. However for the 28,000,000 adults and 15,000,000 children currently affected by AIDS in Africa, this is simply not the case. This is an unnecessary and untenable situation. In recognition of this, the APA espouses the action of working in partnership with the people of Africa. It aims to truly engage Africans as key actors in breaking down fear and stigma and in advocating reforms that will allow African nations to break the vicous cycle of infection. The organisation actively encourages and enables local people to take on primary responsibility with regard to speaking out about their rights. Their ethos centres around empowering those whose lives are affected by, and are at stake, as a result of this horrific affliction. In order to break the cycle, Africans need the basic right to vital antirectroviral [ARV] drugs to prevent mother to child transmission, adequate nutrirtion for those carrying the virus and the very basic human rights of shelter, food and education for children suffering from or orphaned by AIDS. At present, none of those goals have been universally achieved. The organisation works on a voluntary basic and is in constant need of support from Irish people willing to get involved for the cause. One such person is Ian McCeaver how led fifteen teams in scaling the highest peaks in the 32 counties of Ireland. The expedition was organised by Tricia Murphy and Marguerite Brady who campaign throughout the West of Ireland to raise awareness of the disease in Africa. These four people-and indeed and hundreds of their friends and colleagues who donated to the cause-are essential to APA's work. They enable the organisation to offer a better existence and way of life to the 28 million who can undoubtedly, unfortunately and unnecessarily be counted amoung the worls's most isolated, vulnerable and marginalised. 
"FIGHTING AIDS TOGETHER WITH THE PEOPLE OF AFRICA"
 

"The vision of APA is to support the African peoples dream of an AIDS / HIV free Africa ... APA is a charitable organization 100% committed to "Fighting AIDS together with the people of Africa".
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to DONAT

text HOPE to 57802
or dial 1517717 070

for UK/NI... text HOPEto 81108
dial 0904 2511799





